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Welcome to the February edition of the Village Magazine

February is mid-winter, weather wise anything could happen,
luckily Winter warmers is on again this month (Tuesday February
1o ) giving a cozy break to whatever’s happening outside, and just
a reminder, Ecton Brew is back February 6  after missing January
with more tasty rolls and cakes.

th

th

We also have Shrove Tuesday on the 17  and before that
Valentine’s Day which lands on a Saturday this year, 

th

Unusually, February begins on a Sunday and ends on a Saturday,
creating a clean four- week grid with exactly four of every
weekday. Also, for all morning dog walkers, there will be a 90-
minute difference between sunrise February 1  to 28  thankfully
it’s getting lighter by the day.

st th

The 6-nations kick off in February, and I’m sure the Horseshoes will
have most matches on, we wish our own Alex Mitchell the best of
luck as England push for the grand slam.

And will we see the daffodils sprouting at the top of the village at
the month end? Hope so, let’s keep our eyes peeled.





Ecton Village InformationEcton Village Information
ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES (EGOs)
See page 11 for further details.

OPEN CHURCH & CHURCHYARD TIDY
The next dates for care of the churchyard and open church are 7  February, th

and 7  March.th

Come along and give us a hand to keep the churchyard tidy, or just come for a
coffee and bikkies.

ECTON BELL RINGERS
The Ecton Bell ringing Band meet at 7.30pm until 9pm on most Wednesday
evenings at St Mary Magdalene Church, Ecton. Everyone is welcome. For more
information contact David on 01604 407145.

ECTON VILLAGE HALL
See page 15 for further details

ECTON WALKS 2025
The first walk of the year will be on 18 February 2026. A short walk round Sywell
from the car park.

I have an email circulation for more information about the individual walks, car
seat availability etc. If you would like to join the walks/email list please let me
know by email - nigelbond@talktalk.net.

ECTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Ecton Parish Council has 8 of it’s compliment of 9 councillors.
You can obtain a full copy of the latest Parish Council Minutes.
Email:clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk Agendas and Minutes can also be
downloaded from the website -www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-
and-copy-minutes/
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Copy for the March 2026 magazine 
to : ectonviewmagazine@outlook.com 

or phone 07770 335107
By 20  February 2026th



Sun 1  Februaryst No Service at Ecton

Please join us at one of our other churches.

9.30am Holy Communion Wilby

11am Holy Communion Great Doddington

Tue 3  Februaryrd 10am Holy Communion Ecton 

Sun 8  Februaryth 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton 

Sun 15  Februaryth 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton  

Wed 18  Februaryth 7.30am Holy Communion Ecton  

Ash Wednesday

Sun 22  Februarynd 11am Morning Prayer Ecton  

Ecton Services for February 2026Ecton Services for February 2026

Please contact Charlotte Eley 01604 891109 if you need a lift to a service
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Next Songs of Praise

Wednesday 8  April 2026th

Great Doddington Church
Church Lane

NN29 7TR

Singing from 2pm         Refreshments at 3pm

All Welcome



Each autumn, taking inspiration from the television programme Gardeners’ World, I
set some iris bulbs. I plant them in a shallow bowl, placing them in a sheltered
spot, as instructed. Nothing much happens until after Christmas, but then,
regardless of what the weather is like, they shoot and grow and are one of the first
spring bulbs to flower. Their delicate mauve and yellow blooms brightening even
the dullest day, this being the reason the presenter Monty Don gives the advice to
set them. The other day our first iris flowered, giving me a real boost on what was
a dark, cold January day.

As we enter into the month of February, in the church year we are moving towards
Lent, a season which begins on Ash Wednesday, which this year is on 18
February. The season of Lent, a period of 40 days (46 if you include Sundays)
reminds us of the time Jesus spent in the wilderness before his ministry began. At
the end of Lent we move into Holy Week and by the time we reach Easter Day on
5  April, everything will be lighter and more colourful, as spring will be upon us and
we celebrate Jesus risen from the dead.

th

th

 
Just as spring bulbs need a time of darkness and cold in order to produce their
flowers, so Jesus endured the darkness of Good Friday to rise to new life and it is
heartening to think that by the time Easter comes our gardens and community
spaces will be bursting with new life, reminding us of the new life that God offers
to us through His Son Jesus.

So, as we make our way through the month of February and begin the season of
Lent, let us hold onto the promise of light and new life to come, both in the natural
world and through the Christian faith.

Yours in Christ,

Revd. Jackie Buck

Rector’s Letter February 2026Rector’s Letter February 2026
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Premium wild game,
locally sourced

contact John:

0789 11 95 137
john@fat-pheasant.co.uk

Registered in England: 15745708

Venison &
Seasonal

Game
Supplies

Fat
Pheasant



I am very proud to be the Principal of Ecton Village Primary 
Academy supported by a highly skilledand dedicatedteam of
teachers and support staff. The academy is a small village school,
housed in a traditional Victorian building. With a maximum of 14
pupils in each year group we create a nurturing yet academically
ambitious environment in which our children learn. Mixed age
classes allow those who need challenge to be accelerated and those
who need extra input to be supported.

Kate Cleaver –Principal 

To learn more about the school go to 
https://ectonvillageacademy.org.uk/.

The Owl Class have made Ferris wheels in their DT unit on
mechanisms and put their science learning on gears to the
test! They do actually turn! They had such a lovely morning
finishing them off and worked so well as a team!

The Badger class made 
working butt hinge joints

Fun in the snow

Thanks to the fantastic support from the
families, we raised £445 at the Christmas
Fayre towards our planned sensory
garden. Well done all involved. 9

https://ectonvillageacademy.org.uk/


Power Data Technologies
Tidy your workspace

Desk power with USB chargers, desk cable management, monitor
arms and much more, see www.powerdatatec.com or
emailsales@powerdatatec.com for details, 
telephone 01604 812004 (office in Earls Barton)

https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com
https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com


ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES

Happy New Year to all Golden Oldies. The last time we met in 2025 was at The
Worlds End when we enjoyed a great Christmas lunch and we listened to the
Christmas songs sung by the children from the school. 

We have already worked out some ideas for lunches in 2026. We will meet every 3rd
Friday of the month 12 for 12.30 unless we tell you otherwise. We wondered if you
would be interested in having a speaker sometimes when we meet, or would like to
watch a film? All ideas welcome in addition to any ideas for a summer outing. 
Please let us know.

Dates for the year:
20th February, 20th March, 17th April, 15th May, 19th June, 17th July,21st August, 18th
September,16th October, 20th November, December tbc

Did you know??

Ecton has its very own Café … Ecton Brew, run by volunteers. If you would like to
join the friendly pool of helpers contact Claire.

Ecton Brew opens its doors on every first Friday of the month at Ecton Village
Hall (10:00 - 12:00) serving freshly brewed hot drinks including ‘Ecton Brew’ our
very own coffee blend (this is available to buy at the café, ground or beans)

We also serve homemade cakes baked by Ecton Villagers, teacakes and our
famous ‘Brew & Bap’ sausage or bacon roll deal.

We have introduced a ‘Guest Baker’ each month. Could you make your ‘Signature
Cake’ for the café?  if so please contact me.

Claire 07962 079564

GARDENING MAINTENANCE
For all your general gardening maintenance needs!
Lawn cutting, repairs, turf laying, pruning of shrubs, bulb planting,
border mulching.
Or if you need to chat through your ideas for what you’d like to see
happen in your garden, I would love to help you to create your
vision!
Call, Richard on 07583 994532
Several satisfied repeat clients in the village





Craig Wright Memorial
Charity Skittles 

3 Lives Killer
Skittles Match 

Sat 21  March 2026st

at The Three Horseshoes
Registration - 3.30pm prompt 

Cash Prizes for Winner & Runner Up
Grand Raffle
£3 Entry Fee

Everybody Welcome
Refreshments to Follow

Thank You For Your Support

Northamptonshire
Association for

the Blind
Charity No 1198369
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Ecton History Group
Proposed Village Project - Ecton Heritage Trail

At our last meeting we discussed creating an Ecton Heritage Trail, this
would consist of a short self-guided walking route, entirely within the
village, for people to enjoy at their own pace, that will highlight Ecton’s
History, Interesting Buildings & Community Life.

The trail will focus on features many of us pass every day - Traditional
Stone Buildings, Former Village Buildings such as Chapels, Shops and
Tradesman's Houses as well as the Parish Church. Using photographs and
stories contributed by local residents, we hope the trail will help explain
how Ecton has developed over time.

Information can be shared by a printed leaflet of the Heritage route, a small
number of agreed interpretation panels and possibly additional online
material accessed by QR codes.

The aim of the project is to preserve local history, encourage walking and
exploration, support education & strengthen pride in Ecton’s rich heritage.
Ultimately this would be community-led and local residents are invited to
contribute memories, photographs and ideas as the project develops.
Anyone interested in getting involved or contributing material will be very
welcome.

As part of our ongoing research we are currently looking into the Oldest
House in the Village (apart from the Church) and the old cottages that
stood where the Sunnyside Flats now stand, any old photographs or
memories of who lived and worked there would be most welcome - Wendy
- email - ectonhistory@outlook.com or message me 07986 557773

In future we are holding our Ecton History Meetings every other month, our
next meeting will be Wednesday 4th March at 8pm in the Skittles Room at
The Three Horseshoes, look forward to seeing you all then. - David Dicks &
Wendy Stephens.



Main Hall Only Main Hall & Lounge

Ecton Parish
Residents Regular Hire £7.50 per hour £12.50 per hour

Occasional Hire £12.00 per hour £17.00 per hour

Non Residents Regular Hire £15.00 per hour £20.00 per hour

Occasional Hire £18.00 per hour £23.00 per hour

Ecton Village Hall 

Requests for booking to be made to the Bookings Clerk who confirms
availability and price depending on whether hirer is an Ecton resident or
not. 

Email: evhbookings@gmail.com 

We are so lucky to have such a lovely venue in our village. It is also a
great building to host parties and other events and includes the main hall,
lounge and outside area, all of which can be hired for competitive rates. 

There are two possible hires; the
Main Hall or the Main Hall plus
the Lounge. The hire rates are: 

Rates of Hire 
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Planned Village Hall Events for your diary

Spring Quiz Friday 13  Marchth

Bingo Night Saturday 11  April th

Wine Tasting 9  Mayth
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Community Page

Apologies go to Liz & Andy Robertson who had their message for
the Ecton Christmas card omitted. The message was Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

The final amount raised for the Motor Neurone Disease Association
fund raiser in memory of Brendan Roche held at the 3 Horseshoes
on November 1  was £3,327.50.  - John Buckley.st

The annual Village Hall Christmas draw took place at the Christmas
Starter event held on December 20  2025.th

The lucky winners were Carol Crossman, Linda Craske, Bob Berry
and Ron & Yvonne Miller.

On January 9th £1404 was handed over to the Chair of Trustees
(Sally Jones) and Chief Operating Officer (Jemma Cafe) of
Northamptonshire Carers. This was achieved by fund raising efforts
of Kathy Humphries and the 3 Horseshoes team. Below is an extract
of the letter received from Northamptonshire Carers.

Dear Keith and Kathy,
It was such a pleasure to meet you all and learn about your amazing
fundraising efforts. Please accept our sincere thanks to firstly you but all
your friends, neighbours, customers and of course the skittle players in
Ecton for the generous donation of £1404.
Your kindness and support mean so much and have made a real
difference. Every penny donated to Northamptonshire Carers helps us to
support more unpaid carers, enabling them to continue their vital role. It is
through acts of generosity like yours that we are able to carry on our work
and make a positive impact.
Best Wishes Jemma Cafe

This year Kathy is fundraising for the Northampton Association for
the Blind and kicks off at the 3 Horsehoes on March 21  (see page
13 for further details)

st
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Community Page
A BIG THANK YOU for all your good
wishes, kind words and congratulations
for my MBE. It was a memorable
experience and I feel very privileged to
have received the award. I was very
moved by your reception at the pub on
December 5th, thanks so much. Love
Sally xxx

Pictures from the
celebration held at the
village hall on January 17th





 Each month we’ll be asking an Ecton resident for their 
Desert Island Disc selection, February is William Brophy
 

What was the first record you bought? 
Elvis’s Golden Hits which is generally accepted as the first Greatest Hits
Album. I bought it in a Record shop in Corby and it cost approx. £2.50p. In those days the
record shops had booths and you could listen to the record before you bought it. When I
bought singles my friends and I would ask to listen to about five or six different records and
then buy the one we wanted. Fell out of love with Elvis very quickly (At the risk of upsetting
all Elvis’s fans) as he morphed from the worlds first great Rock and Roll singer into a middle
of the road crooner who made poor films. A complete waste of his talent!!!!!

Is there a record or tune that reminds you of a particular time in your life? 
It has to be A Whiter Shade of Pale by Procal Harum. One of a small number of singles to
sell over 12 million copies. Has a fantastic introduction but I still haven't the faintest idea
what the song is about but it always reminds me of my very happy and carefree college
days full of fun and minimal studying!

Favourite female singer and song? I am a huge fan of Kylie especially her later stuff when
she grew out of S. A.+ W. But my favourite female singer is and always has been Ella
Fitzgerald.  My favourite song is Miss Otis Regrets.

Favourite male singer and song? It has to be the great Van Morrison. Favourite song is Here
Comes the Night by Them. Van is the lead singer. Have never tired of the song.

Favourite Band? Favourite band is Dire Straits who I have seen live on a number of
occasions. Their concerts were always fantastic. Honourable mention for Chris Rea who
sadly died just before Christmas.
 

Most played Albums? Ella Fitzgerald sings the American Song Book. A little bit of cheating
here as this is a multi record set. Honourable mentions for anything by Dire Straits, Pink
Floyd, AC/DC and Van Morrison.
 

Best Concert attended? I have been lucky enough to attend dozens of fantastic live
concerts. Far too many to list here. This is a difficult one to answer as nearly all live music is
good. After much thought I will plump for Van Morrison at the Wolverhampton Civic back in
the day. But I could just as easily have chosen AC/DC on their Balls Breaker tour, U2 Joshua
Tree Tour or Dire Straits concert.
 

If you could take one record to the Island, what would it be? Echoes by Pink Floyd. Again I
am pushing the boundaries as this is a two album set. Contains well over two hours of great
music.

What book and luxury item would you take? The book I would take is The Republic by Plato.
This is the starting point of modern Philosophy and is just as relevant in todays uncertain
world as it was over two thousand years ago! It was the book that persuaded me to study
the subject at university.  All life can be found in it!!!!!

I would take a full size snooker table and all the accessories. Although I play very badly I am
fascinated with the game.
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BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD

Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields
Ecton, Northampton,

NN6 0BF
Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com



Ecton Village
 Spring Quiz

Friday March 13
At the Village Hall

th

7.30pm start
 Proceeds towards a children’s sensory garden at 

the Village Primary Academy (village school). 
Raffle
Prizes for the winning team
2 Separate Prize Rounds

 Come as a team or come to join a team

Tickets £5 per person 
Full bar service
Feel free to bring your own snacks

 To comply with licensing regulations only alcohol purchased
at the bar may be consumed on site.

Contact
•Alistair McCarter 

07914 796844
Or Sally Jones 
07850 416429 

•
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No crossword this month, if any one fancies compiling a crossword
for the magazine please contact us. In the meantime below are
some questions you may wish to answer!!

Three questions to help get your brain back in gear after the
Christmas & New Year excesses.
 
1. Where can the letter B equal 4, 5 and 7 at the same time?
 
2. What are the next two letters in the following sequence?
 WT SG SR !!
 
3. If 7 + 8 = 3 and 10 + 9 = 7 what is 11 + 2?
 
 Good Luck
 (answers in next month's Ecton View)

Libraries offering support to help residents use the NHS App

North Northamptonshire libraries are now offering one-to-one
support to help residents sign up to the NHS App, making it easier for
people to access digital health services.

Help is at hand in the following libraries: Corby, Irthlingborough,
Kettering, Oundle,  Rushden and Wellingborough. Just drop in and ask
for help - or contact your local library in advance, via telephone or
email. Contact details can be found on our website at Our libraries.



Local Birds Of Prey
 We have our fair share of birds of prey in and around Ecton and Red Kites made

national news because of their breeding success locally. So much so that 120,
mostly from Northamptonshire, have been collected for return to Spain to help
rebuild their population. 
Red Kites don’t always seem obviously red, but 
are easily identifiable by their forked, tapered, 
wedge-shaped tails. When soaring their wing 
tips are held out flat. Now so common that 
seeing more than 1 at a time is a regular 
occurrence.
They generally scavenge and feed on carrion. 

Sparrowhawks are not so common, but it appears that one or two
have made Ecton a regular visiting spot. They swoop in and hit their
targets out of nowhere, often taking small birds from our bird table. If
a garden that is normally full of birds is suddenly quiet and empty, it is
probably the presence of a sparrowhawk. If they swoop and miss,
they usually perch for a few minutes before setting off again. 

They have very staring yellow eyes, yellow legs, and horizontal dark
bars on their tail feathers.

Buzzards have a bulkier body and a hold their 
wings in a shallow V when soaring. The tail 
feathers are more of a straight-ish rectangle 
than a wedge shape. They can sometimes be 
heard making a cat-like mewing cry.

They tend to eat carrion, small birds and small 
mammals, even worms.

Kestrels are frequently seen hovering over roadside 
verges (their other name is Windhover). The verges
on the A4500 between Ecton and past Earls Barton
a common area to spot them. It is the hovering
whilst hunting for small mammals that
distinguishes them. 
Their incredible UV eyesight allows them to identify 
tell-tale lines of fresh urine left by mice and voles 
before suddenly plummeting to catch their prey.
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Welcome Spring!
Our snowdrops and primroses are beginning to flower in the churchyard. Insects
are busy on warmer days. We are clearing some of the older material from last
yearend looking for new growth. The stems of some old plants are hollow or
woody and these are being saved in natural piles around the boundaries and
make wonderful homes for insects, worms, fungi and bees. We also hope to put
up a new bug hotel this month. As part of our effort to reduce transport costs we
are sourcing some of our church decorations locally from the churchyard and
gardens. If you have any flowers, greenery seeds or berries you would like to
share please do come along on the first Saturday of each month, when we
spend time developing our wildlife friendly churchyard, and enjoy coffee and
cookies.

Anne Henderson

Now we are in a new year (but winter isn’t over yet), don’t be in too much of a
hurry to clear away leaves etc – they are homes to overwintering frogs, toads,
hedgehogs and insects, especially butterflies. Not only will you be protecting
these creatures but other hiding insects etc that will be food for birds.
A reminder, if you are feeding birds, DO clean your feeders regularly and
dispose of any mouldy food. Buy good quality food, it has far more nutritional
value. DO move your feeders around the garden to help prevent the spread of
disease. Providing clean fresh water is important for drinking and bathing,
keeping feathers in tip top condition keeps birds warm and dry in bad weather.

Charlotte Eley
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Homes and Health





Buses To N'ton

X46 07:39

X47 08:14

X46 08:48

X47 09:10

X46 09:39

X47 10:08

X46 10:29

X47 11:01

X46 11:27

X47 12:01

X46 12:27

X47 12:51

X46 13:27

X47 13:51

X46 14:27

X47 14:51

X46 15:29

X47 15:51

X46 16:28

X47 16:51

X46 17:44

X47 17:58

X46 18:42

X47 19:02

X46 19:38

X47 19:59

BusesTo W'boro

X47 08:00

X46 08:14

X47 08:58

X46 09:14

X47 09:49

X46 10:14

X47 10:49

X46 11:14

X47 11:49

X46 12:14

X47 12:49

X46 13:14

X47 13:49

X46 14:14

X47 14:49

X46 15:22

X47 16:00

X46 16:28
X47 17:03
X46 17:26
X47 17:57

X46 18:22

X47 18:46

X46 19:27

X47 19:44

Bin Collected from 6.30am

February March April

6th Black 6th Black 3rd Black

13th Green 13th Green 10th Green

20th Black 20th Black 17th Black

27th Green 27th Green 24th Green

visit https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables

Post Box at Sunnyside:-
Monday to Friday 9:00am and

Saturday 07:00am
Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:Ecton Post Box Collection Times: Ecton Odours!Ecton Odours!

If you come across any Fly-tipping along
the lanes of our parish, Please report
immediately online at
northnorthants/street-cleansing/fly-
tipping in the Wellingborough section.

Also at clearwaste.com/flytipping/report
where you can report anonymously.

You can also report via the app
LoveCleanStreets.

FlytippingFlytipping

From time to time we can experience strong
odours.
If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect is from the
Treatment Works, please report it to
Anglian Water on 08457 145 145 

once a call is logged they can deal with the
problem and will report back to you.

General Information

Bus Timetable - M-F 
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Fix My StreetFix My Street
Many highway and public access items can
be reported to "Fix My Street" at
https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/

This covers a wide range of concerns
including pot holes, abandoned vehicles,
dog fouling, fly tipping, obstructive
vegetation and so on.

HGVsHGVs
The Parish Council have received a few items
about HGVs going through the village. The
correct response is to report them to the
police via 101 or DVSA Intelligence unit
enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk Telephone: 0800 030
4103 Monday to Friday, 7:30am to 6pm.

However, vehicles exceeding 7.5tonnes are
allowed for access. This includes builders'
merchants, skip lorries, the bin lorries, pub
deliveries and so on.

, (Sat & Sun may differ)

Escaped Livestock!Escaped Livestock!
If you come across escaped livestock on our
streets please contact the farmer David Penn
on 07802 296323. You may also need to
contact the police on 101.

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk?subject=Report%20about%20an%20HGV,%20driver%20or%20company




Date Time Event Location

February

Fri 6  Febth Black Bin Collection

Fri 6  Febth Ecton Brew Ecton Village Hall

Sun 8  Febth Live music Matt Rees Band 3 Horsehoes

Tue 10  Febth 11:30 Winter Warmers Ecton Village Hall

Wed 11  Febth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 13  Febth Green Bin Collection

Fri 20  Febth Black Bin Collection

Fri 20  Febth EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Wed 25  Febth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Thu 26  Febth Open Mike Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 27  Febth Green Bin Collection

March

Wed 4  Marth 20:00 History Society 3 Horsehoes

Fri 6  Marth Black Bin Collection

Fri 6  Marth Ecton Brew Ecton Village Hall

Tue 10  Marth 11:30 Winter Warmers Ecton Village Hall

Wed 11  Marth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 13  Marth Green Bin Collection

Fri 13  Marth 19:30 Spring Quiz Ecton Village Hall

Fri 20  Marth Black Bin Collection

Fri 20  Marth EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Wed 25  Marth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Thu 26  Marth Open Mike Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 27  Marth Green Bin Collection

What’s On in Ecton 
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