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Ecton Church Lottery

1st Prize £50 2nd Prize £25

February 2026 Carol & Robert East Philip Standing

March 2026 Gareth Daniel Judy Chapman
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01604 493906

Welcome to the April edition of the Village Magazine.

April is one of our favourite times of the year. We have blossoms, the first sun
rays and lighter evenings. Getting up in the morning becomes (nearly) a
pleasure where a month ago it was a struggle, everything feels more positive.
It’s also the time to cut the grass and dust off the garden furniture after its
winter rest.

The word April comes from the Latin word ‘Aperire’, which means to open, a
reference to the many flowers that bloom in the month, the Daisy and Sweet
Pea are among the first.

Look out dog walkers as we will also be welcoming the return of the sheep
and their lambs in our surrounding fields. Nothing sounds more like April than
the lambs in the field.

Traditionally April 1  is ‘Fools Day’ it’s believed to have started in France and
spread around the world with practical jokes and pranks. But did you know
April Fool’s Day is May 1  in Denmark when a fish may be pushed through your
letter box!

st

st

In the UK, April is national awareness month for pets, mathematics, stress,
irritable bowel syndrome, and jazz, and this isn’t an April fool’s joke either!

This month Ecton Brew will be on Friday 3  April which is Good Friday so
please call in for delicious homemade cakes, hot cross buns as well as our
famous Brew and Bap. There will also be Easter crafts for the children.
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Ecton Village InformationEcton Village InformationEcton Village Information
ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES (EGOs)
See page 11 for further details.

OPEN CHURCH & CHURCHYARD TIDY
The next dates for care of the churchyard and open church are 4  April and 2
May.

th nd

Come along and give us a hand to keep the churchyard tidy, or just come for a
coffee and bikkies.

ECTON BELL RINGERS
The Ecton Bell ringing Band meet at 7.30pm until 9pm on most Wednesday
evenings at St Mary Magdalene Church, Ecton. Everyone is welcome. For more
information contact David on 01604 407145.

ECTON VILLAGE HALL
See page 16 & 17 for further details

ECTON WALKS 2025
Walks planned for April will be on the 15th and 29th. The walk on the 15th will be
a longer walk (5-6 miles) and the 29th will be a short walk (about 2 miles)

I have an email circulation for more information about the individual walks, car
seat availability etc. If you would like to join the walks/email list please let me
know by email - nigelbond@talktalk.net.

ECTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Ecton Parish Council has 8 of it’s compliment of 9 councillors.
You can obtain a full copy of the latest Parish Council Minutes.
Email:clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk Agendas and Minutes can also be
downloaded from the website -www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-
and-copy-minutes/
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Copy for the May 2026 magazine 
to : ectonviewmagazine@outlook.com 

or phone 07770 335107
By 22 April 2026nd 



Easter Sunday 5
April

th

9.30am Holy Communion Ecton  

Tue 7  Aprilth No midweek Communion

Wed 8  Aprilth 2pm Sons of Praise Great Doddington

Sun 12  Aprilth 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton 

Sun 19  Aprilth 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton 

Sun 26  Aprilth 11am Morning Prayer Ecton  

Ecton Services for April 2026Ecton Services for April 2026Ecton Services for April 2026

Please contact Charlotte Eley 01604 891109 if you need a lift to a service
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Next Songs of Praise

Wednesday 8  April 2026th

Great Doddington Church
Church Lane

NN29 7TR

Singing from 2pm         Refreshments at 3pm

All Welcome



On Wednesday 25  March 2026 Bishop Sarah Mullally was installed as the 106
Archbishop of Canterbury. This was an historic occasion, with Bishop Sarah
becoming the first woman to hold the position. Historically known as an
enthronement, the Installation marks the symbolic start of the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s public ministry in the Church of England and across the Anglican
Communion.

th th

As Archbishop of Canterbury she is the most senior  bishop in the Church of
England, with a public role in guiding the Church and contributing to national life.
She is also an ecumenical leader, building relationships with other Christian
traditions in the UK and around the world. In addition, she is a significant inter-
religious leader, working with other faith communities to promote understanding,
support dialogue and respond to moments of tension at home and overseas.

During the service, among other items, Archbishop Mullally was presented with her
pastoral staff (shaped like a shepherd’s crook), a symbol of her role as a shepherd
of God’s people. She wore the cope (a long, highly decorated cloak) and mitre (a
tall hat which folds flat when not in use) that were commissioned when she was
first consecrated as a bishop and as a symbol of the close ties with the Roman
Catholic Church she wore the pastoral ring given to Archbishop Michael Ramsey in
Rome by Pope Paul VI, in 1966. This had been specially fitted for her by the Crown
Jeweller.

If you are interested in learning more about the life of Archbishop Mullally you can
go to:
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/about/sarah-mullally 

The Church of England is for everyone. Everyone lives within a parish, with its own
church and leadership, and everyone may access baptisms, weddings and
funerals in their local parish church, regardless of personal belief.

Please do contact me if you would like to talk about the Christian faith or having a
service in one of our churches, and do remember, everyone is welcome to join us
at our regular services and events. A warm welcome awaits you.

Blessings,

Revd. Jackie Buck

Rector’s Letter April 2026Rector’s Letter April 2026Rector’s Letter April 2026
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Premium wild game,
locally sourced

contact John:

0789 11 95 137
john@fat-pheasant.co.uk

Registered in England: 15745708

Venison &
Seasonal

Game
Supplies

Fat
Pheasant



The academy is a small village school, housed in a traditional Victorian building. With a maximum
of 15 pupils in each year group we create a nurturing yet academically ambitious environment in
which our children learn. Mixed age classes allow those who need challenge to be accelerated
and those who need extra input to be supported.

Children can start at our school the term after they turn 3. Our pre-school children share three
areas with our reception class children and are taught by the same staff. This setup ensures a
smooth transition into full time school.

The staff at Ecton Village Primary Academy have high expectations of all the children, and would
like them to leave the school as confident, polite and independent young people, with the
appropriate skills, values and learning to become successful in the next phase of their education.
We aspire to instil the values of Independence, Resilience, Ambition, Co-operation and Honesty (I
REACH): to give the children the skills to succeed in whatever they do, across all areas of school
life and beyond.

To learn more about the school go to https://ectonvillageacademy.org.uk/.

Well done to all our
children that entered
the World Book Day
competition

Just a few of our
WBD costumes!

The Badger class really enjoyed their OAA PE lesson,
working in teams to look for the different parts of our map
key around the playground and field. Mrs Shirley used
cones as place markers for them to find!

How strong is a piece of spaghetti? The
Owls have explored how to make strong
shapes, how to make weaker resources
stronger and have designed their own
towers out of spaghetti and marshmallows.
The aim was to reach 1m - our closest was
an impressive 78cm.
So much resilience was shown in the
lesson!



Power Data Technologies
Tidy your workspace

Desk power with USB chargers, desk cable management, monitor
arms and much more, see www.powerdatatec.com or
emailsales@powerdatatec.com for details, 
telephone 01604 812004 (office in Earls Barton)

https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com
https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com


ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES

We all enjoyed a wonderful Shepherds Pie from Stephanie in March. Thank you to
Stephanie for the pie and also to Kathy Humphries for organising her famous
Chocolate and Sweet Tombola.  A quick poll was also held on what activities to do
over the coming months. The results will be revealed to all at the May meeting.

See you all soon.
Sally and the team

Dates for the year:
15th May, 19th June, 17th July,21st August, 18th,September,16th October, 20th
November, December tbc

Did you know??

Ecton has its very own Café … Ecton Brew, run by volunteers. If you would like to
join the friendly pool of helpers contact Claire.

Ecton Brew opens its doors on every first Friday of the month at Ecton Village
Hall (10:00 - 12:00) serving freshly brewed hot drinks including ‘Ecton Brew’ our
very own coffee blend (this is available to buy at the café, ground or beans)

We also serve homemade cakes baked by Ecton Villagers, teacakes and our
famous ‘Brew & Bap’ sausage or bacon roll deal.

We have introduced a ‘Guest Baker’ each month. Could you make your ‘Signature
Cake’ for the café?  if so please contact me.

Claire 07962 079564

GARDENING MAINTENANCE
For all your general gardening maintenance needs!
Lawn cutting, repairs, turf laying, pruning of shrubs, bulb planting,
border mulching.
Or if you need to chat through your ideas for what you’d like to see
happen in your garden, I would love to help you to create your
vision!
Call, Richard on 07583 994532
Several satisfied repeat clients in the village



 

 

ECTON
BINGO
NIGHT

SATURDAY
April 11

7pm

th

AT ECTON
VILLAGE HALL

£10 per person includes Pie, Mushy Peas
 & 5 game cards.Extra cards available.

For tickets contact 
Paul Hulse on 07770 335107 or 
Sally Jones on 07850 416429

PRIZES FOR A ROW & FULL HOUSE!
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Ecton Photography Exhibition
6 -7 June in the Church

Our last photography exhibition in 2018 was a great success and we’d like to
repeat it in June in conjunction with Inspire Photography Club.

Inspire will be displaying their work and anyone who lives in Ecton is invited
to submit photos that they are proud of. So dig out your best pics, get them
printed and put them on a mount and show them off (overall size about 30 x
40 cm)

If you would like to put photos in please let me know
(nigelbond@talktalk.net). More details will follow in the next magazine and
on Facebook.

Plant Sale and Coffee Morning
2 May - 10am -12noon in the Church

Come along and pick some
plants, have a coffee and
cake and try your luck on
the raffle.

Cakes, plants and raffle prizes welcome. Raffle prizes to 34
West Street, bring plants and cakes on the day to the church.



Are you a dog lover? Do you have
the time to help raise a life-
changing puppy? Would you like
to make a difference to someone’s
life? If you’ve answered yes to these
questions, then this could be the
perfect role for you! 
As a Puppy Raiser, you’ll provide a
6-8 week-old puppy with the vital
foundation for its future role as a
guide dog. You’ll be looking after a
puppy for 12-16 months and will
guide him or her through training,
socialisation, the introduction of
new environments and experiences
whilst providing a loving home. All
food and vet costs are covered along
with full training and support and
we also have a boarding scheme for
when you are away!
There might be the odd chewed
slipper here and there but nothing
beats the rewarding feeling of
loving and raising a puppy which
will go on to make an enormous
difference to someone living with
sight loss.

 

“It’s the most rewarding and fulfilling
thing I have ever done. I have an
enormous sense of worth and pride in
my role. There are so many people
willing to help. It’s a lovely community
of Puppy Raisers who want all the dogs
to succeed and are always happy to
help.”

Puppy Raiser, 
Kelly, says -

Become a volunteer
Puppy Raiser with
Guide Dogs

To find out more and apply, visit: 
www.guidedogs.org.uk/volunteer or
email
volattractcentral@guidedogs.org.uk.
Our friendly Volunteer Office is open 
9am – 5pm, Monday to Friday, 
tel. 0345 143 0191.
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Ecton History Group
Ecton - a Brief History

Ecton has a rich history that stretches back over a thousand years.

The name “Ecton” comes from Old English and is thought to mean “Ecca’s farm or
settlement,” reflecting its Anglo-Saxon origins. The village is recorded in the
Domesday Book of 1086, Ecton was a rural farming village, centred on the manor
and surrounding agricultural land. The parish church of St Mary Magdalene, dating
back to the 13th century.

Ecton also supported a range of traditional trades over the centuries, including
blacksmithing, baking, and tailoring. A bell foundry operated here in the late 17th
century, and nearby ironworking contributed to the local economy in later years.
Like many villages, Ecton was once largely self-sufficient, with most residents
living and working locally.

One of Ecton’s most notable historical connections is to Benjamin Franklin. His
family lived in the village for over 300 years, many working as blacksmiths.
Franklin himself visited Ecton in 1758 while researching his ancestry.

Through the 18th and 19th centuries, Ecton remained a working rural
community. In the 20th century, however, the village gradually became more
residential, with traditional trades declining and local shops eventually closing.
Despite these changes, Ecton was one of the first villages in Northamptonshire to
be designated a conservation area.

Today, Ecton is a small, friendly community, valued for its peaceful setting,
historic buildings, and strong sense of identity. While it has adapted to modern
life, it continues to reflect its long history and rural roots.

To find out more, pop along to our friendly, social History meetings.

We are holding our Ecton History Meetings every other month, our next meeting
will be Wednesday 6th May, followed by Wednesday 1st July, at 7.30pm in the
Skittles Room at The Three Horseshoes. Look forward to seeing you all then.

- David Dicks & Wendy Stephens.



Main Hall Only Main Hall & Lounge

Ecton Parish
Residents Regular Hire £7.50 per hour £12.50 per hour

Occasional Hire £12.00 per hour £17.00 per hour

Non Residents Regular Hire £15.00 per hour £20.00 per hour

Occasional Hire £18.00 per hour £23.00 per hour

Ecton Village Hall 

Requests for booking to be made to the Bookings Clerk who confirms
availability and price depending on whether hirer is an Ecton resident or
not. 

Email: evhbookings@gmail.com 

We are so lucky to have such a lovely venue in our village. It is also a
great building to host parties and other events and includes the main hall,
lounge and outside area, all of which can be hired for competitive rates. 

There are two possible hires; the
Main Hall or the Main Hall plus
the Lounge. The hire rates are: 

Rates of Hire 

16
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Planned Village Hall Events for your diary

Bingo Night Saturday 11  April th

Table Top Sale Sunday 3  Mayrd

Wine Tasting Saturday 9  Mayth

BBQ Saturday 25  Julyth

Race Night Friday 11  Septemberth

Regular Village Hall Hirers
The village hall is a community resource which hosts a number of regular
hirers who provide a range of groups. 

Monday
Morning: Pilates – Laura Longstaff 07912 022912 SHEvolutionfit@gmail.com

Afternoon: Art Class - Derek Geater 01933 381848 djgartist@hotmail.com

Evening: Action for Children youth group – Tonice Da-Costa 07977 672185

tonice.dacosta@actionforcihldren.org.uk

Tuesday
Evening: Step By Step Dance School Ecton - Helen Bond 07753 868734 

Facebook: Step by Step Dance School/Ecton

Wednesday

Morning: Splat Messy Play - Stephanie Wooster 07870 342281

Steph@splatmessyplay.co.uk

Thursday

Morning: Pilates - Paula Donovan - 07790 541064 - Facebook: Well Being Pilates

Evening: Project Sing Choir – Chris Startup – 07841 425835 chriskstartup@gmail.com

Friday
Morning: Ecton Brew 1st Friday of the month 

EGOs 3rd Friday of the month 

Morning: Stay and Play –once a month; Eventstylingbystacey Contactable via

Facebook & Instagram Or Email on eventstylingbystacey@gmail.com or

www.eventstylingbystacey.com

mailto:eventstylingbystacey@gmail.com
http://www.eventstylingbystacey.com/
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Local Birds Of Prey
We have our fair share of birds of prey in and around Ecton and Red Kites made
national news because of their breeding success locally. So much so that 120,
mostly from Northamptonshire, have been collected for return to Spain to help
rebuild their population.

Red Kites don’t always seem obviously red,
but are easily identifiable by their forked,
tapered, wedge-shaped tails. When soaring
their wing tips are held out flat. Now so
common that seeing more than one at a time
is a regular occurrence.

They generally scavenge and feed on carrion.

Sparrowhawks are not so common, but it appears that one or two
have made Ecton a regular visiting spot. They swoop in and hit
their targets out of nowhere, often taking small birds from our
bird table. If a garden that is normally full of birds is suddenly
quiet and empty, it is probably the presence of a sparrowhawk. If
they swoop and miss, they usually perch for a few minutes before
setting off again.

They have very staring yellow eyes, yellow legs, and horizontal
dark bars on their tail feathers.

Buzzards have a bulkier body and a hold their
wings in a shallow V when soaring. The tail
feathers are more of a straight-ish rectangle
than a wedge shape. They can sometimes be
heard making a cat-like mewing cry.

They tend to eat carrion, small birds and small
mammals, even worms.

Kestrels are frequently seen hovering over roadside
verges (their other name is Windhover). The verges
on the A4500 between Ecton and past Earls Barton a
common area to spot them. It is the hovering whilst
hunting for small mammals that distinguishes them.

Their incredible UV eyesight allows them to identify
tell-tale lines of fresh urine left by mice and voles
before suddenly plummeting to catch their prey.
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Community Page
Barbara and Bob Lee, and their daughter Joanne, would like to thank
everyone in the village for their kind words, cards and flowers.
 

Julia passed away on Wednesday 18th March at 11.45pm, at Cynthia
Spencer.
 

Funeral details to follow, all are welcome because the support Julia
has received over the years has been wonderful and truly
appreciated.

What does it mean to be a volunteer?

A volunteer freely offers their time, effort, or skills to carry out a task
or provide a service without receiving payment. Volunteers usually
engage in activities that benefit a community, organisation, or cause.
They do it because they want to help others, or because they have a
personal interest. 

In Ecton we are very lucky to have a number of volunteers who are
pleased to help with organising and running community events. Too
many people to mention by name but here are some of the things
they do. Manage the village hall and organise and run the village
events held there. Volunteers run Ecton Brew and Ecton Golden
Oldies and of course volunteers keep our lovely church alive. Kathy
organises and runs the fundraising charity skittles matches in
addition to organising most raffles held in the village. 

If you have some time on your hands or would like to get involved in
the community we can always do with extra help whether on a
regular basis or at one off events. If you want to get involved give
Sally (07850416429), Claire (07962079564) or Ali (07834511572) a
call.
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April Quiz questions !!!!

1.What word begins and ends with the letter T and has T in it?

2.What is the only word in the English Language to contain three

consecutive different double letters? (non hyphenated)

3.What word begins with the letter E, ends with the letter E and

has one letter in it?

4.Using only two letters complete this word—— ?L??V?L???

Good Luck !!!!!  Answers will be in next month’s magazine.

Answers to last month’s quiz are on page 23

EASTER

ECTON BREW
+ CHILDRENS EASTER CRAFTS

friday April 3rd
10am to 12pm

Hot Drinks £1.50
Homemade Cakes & Teacakes £1.00
Hot Cross Buns £1.00
Brew & Bap - Bacon or Sausage £3.50





Each month we’ll be asking an Ecton resident for their 
Desert Island Disc selection, April is Sally Jones

What was the first record you bought? 
I first bought Sha La La La Lee by the Small Faces in 1966 when I was 
13. I remember going to the record shop and and listening to the record in a booth
with head phones on.

Is there a record or tune that reminds you of a particular time in your life? 
I always wanted to go to the Glastonbury festival and was neither brave nor mad
enough to go until 2008 when Colin and Margaret Tinston suggested we should
go. I was 55 and had the best time. Leonard Cohen was closing the festival on
Sunday night and I love his music, particularly Hallelujah. Unfortunately, Colin
wanted to get home so we could not stay until the end. Margaret and I were so
disappointed but luckily enough we then went to see him again the following week
in Birmingham. What a great year!

Favourite female singer and song? 
This was the most difficult track to think about, I have chosen Tina Turner and
Simply the Best. A male colleague dressed up and sang this at a staff party, it was
hilarious and never to be forgotten.

Favourite male singer and song? 
Too many to mention but I love Paul Jones and his version of Water Melon Man
written by Herbie Hancock.

Favourite Band? 
The Beatles but specifically Paul McCartney singing Blackbird; he wrote it as a
message of hope to a black woman facing struggles in the US during the civil
rights movement. I heard him singing this at the Royal Albert Hall, he was amazing.
 

Most played Albums? 
Bridge Over Troubled Waters – Simon and Garfunkel
Fields of Gold: The Best of Sting 1984-1994
Brown Eyed Girl – Van Morrison
Many more rock, pop, jazz and classical albums over the years
 

Best Concert attended? 
It has to be the Glastonbury festival, I have been twice. Everyone should go!
 

If you could take one record to the Island, what would it be? 
Gosh this is hard!
The Beatles Abbey Road

What book and luxury item would you take? 
Everything I have chosen is about bite sized chunks of pleasure, I hate being bored!
The 100 Best Poems of All Time
The biggest ever puzzle book with pencil included.

22



BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD

Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields
Ecton, Northampton,

NN6 0BF
Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com









 Warmer weather and sunshine have helped to make a
wonderful display of daffodils and blossom around the
village and in our churchyard. Our mowing team has been
busy but do look around the boundaries for tiny violets and
red deadnettles. I have also seen butterflies, a light yellow
Brimstone and multicoloured Peacock. It’s worth watching
out and trying to identify them.

We have applied for the Bronze award for the BCN
(Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire) 

Our gardens, woodlands fields and meadows are springing into life with flowers,
blossom, birds, bees and butterflies. It is so lovely to see the delicate flowers
burst into life. Look out for wild garlic, orchids, cowslips, bluebells and many
other spring flowers. The dawn chorus is something special too. Before
daybreak you can hear robin, blackbird and thrush followed by wren and
goldfinch and as it gets light, blue and great tits. If you are going to be outside
wrap up warm with a hot drink or just open the bedroom window and listen.
Sunny days will bring out bees and butterflies, such incredibly hard working little
creatures. So enjoy the beauty that spring has to offer at home or further afield,
not forgetting our local nature reserves, where there are family events taking
place during the Easter holidays.

Charlotte Eley
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Immerse Yourself

1.Which three digit number comes next? 1, 8, 11, 69, 88, 96, 101, ??? Next three
figure number is 111 …. reason they are all mirror images read the same
backwards, forwards or upside down.

2.Minimum number of points to win a frame of snooker is 22 (trust me that is
correct!!!!)

3.Act with over 100 hit albums is The Traveling Wilburys. They are a super group
made up of five superstars from different successful bands.

Answers to last months Quiz questions.....

Spring Flowers!

Wildlife Trust Churchyard Conservation Scheme. We have put up a new Bug Hotel
made for us by Alistair and we are hopeful the holes and hollows will soon be
occupied by bees, insects, spiders and other invertebrates.

Anne Henderson





Buses To N'ton

X46 07:39

X47 08:14

X46 08:48

X47 09:10

X46 09:39

X47 10:08

X46 10:29

X47 11:01

X46 11:27

X47 12:01

X46 12:27

X47 12:51

X46 13:27

X47 13:51

X46 14:27

X47 14:51

X46 15:29

X47 15:51

X46 16:28

X47 16:51

X46 17:44

X47 17:58

X46 18:42

X47 19:02

X46 19:38

X47 19:59

BusesTo W'boro

X47 08:00

X46 08:14

X47 08:58

X46 09:14

X47 09:49

X46 10:14

X47 10:49

X46 11:14

X47 11:49

X46 12:14

X47 12:49

X46 13:14

X47 13:49

X46 14:14

X47 14:49

X46 15:22

X47 16:00

X46 16:28
X47 17:03
X46 17:26
X47 17:57

X46 18:22

X47 18:46

X46 19:27

X47 19:44

Bin Collected from 6.30am

April May June

3rd Black 1st Black 5th Green

10th Green 8th Green 12th Black

17th Black 15th Black 19th Green

24th Green 22nd Green 26th Black

29th Black

visit https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables

Post Box at Sunnyside:-
Monday to Friday 9:00am and

Saturday 07:00am
Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:Ecton Post Box Collection Times:Ecton Post Box Collection Times: Ecton Odours!Ecton Odours!Ecton Odours!

If you come across any Fly-tipping along
the lanes of our parish, Please report
immediately online at
northnorthants/street-cleansing/fly-
tipping in the Wellingborough section.

Also at clearwaste.com/flytipping/report
where you can report anonymously.

You can also report via the app
LoveCleanStreets.

FlytippingFlytippingFlytipping

From time to time we can experience strong
odours.
If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect is from the
Treatment Works, please report it to
Anglian Water on freephone 0800 145 145 

once a call is logged they can deal with the
problem and will report back to you.

General Information

Bus Timetable - M-F 
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Fix My StreetFix My StreetFix My Street
Many highway and public access items can
be reported to "Fix My Street" at
https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/

This covers a wide range of concerns
including pot holes, abandoned vehicles,
dog fouling, fly tipping, obstructive
vegetation and so on.

HGVsHGVsHGVs
The Parish Council have received a few items
about HGVs going through the village. The
correct response is to report them to the
police via 101 or DVSA Intelligence unit
enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk Telephone: 0800 030
4103 Monday to Friday, 7:30am to 6pm.

However, vehicles exceeding 7.5tonnes are
allowed for access. This includes builders'
merchants, skip lorries, the bin lorries, pub
deliveries and so on.

, (Sat & Sun may differ)

Escaped Livestock!Escaped Livestock!Escaped Livestock!
If you come across escaped livestock on our
streets please contact the farmer David Penn
on 07802 296323. You may also need to
contact the police on 101.

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk?subject=Report%20about%20an%20HGV,%20driver%20or%20company




Date Time Event Location

April

Fri 3  Aprrd Black Bin Collection

Fri 3  Aprrd Ecton Brew Ecton Village Hall

Wed 8  Aprth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 10  Aprth Green Bin Collection

Sat 11  Aprth Bingo Night Ecton Village Hall

Sun 12  Aprth Live music: Family Affair 3 Horseshoes 

Fri 17  Aprth Black Bin Collection

Fri 20  Aprth EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Wed 22  Aprnd 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 24  Aprth Green Bin Collection

Thu 30  Aprth Open Mike Night 3 Horsehoes

May

Fri 1  Mayst Black Bin Collection

Fri 1  Mayst Ecton Brew Ecton Village Hall

Sat 2  Maynd 10:00 Plant Sale & Coffee Morning Ecton Church

Sun 3  Mayrd Table Top Sale Ecton Village Hall

Wed 6  Mayth 19:30 History Society 3 Horsehoes

Fri 8  Mayth Green Bin Collection

Sat 9  Mayth Wine Tasting Ecton Village Hall

Wed 13  Mayth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 15  Mayth Black Bin Collection

Fri 15  Mayth EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Fri 22  Maynd Green Bin Collection

Sun 24  Mayth Live music: Gary (elvis) Beckworth 3 Horsehoes

Wed 27  Mayth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Thu 28  Mayth Open Mike Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 29  Mayth Black Bin Collection

What’s On in Ecton 
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	The Ecton View
	Parish and Village Directory
	Parish Council Chairman: Ian Whittaker 07971 336556
	Church Directory Rector Rev Jackie Buck 07883 583202 gdwe3@hotmail.com gdwebenefice.wordpress.com
	Church Warden Vacant
	PCC Secretary Lynne Nelson - 07973 552047
	PCC Treasurer  Vacant
	Lay Minister Wendy Villette - 01604 402457
	Electoral Roll Officer Mary Dicks 01604 407145
	Bell Ringers David Dicks 01604 407145
	North Northants Council Wellingborough Area  Earls Barton Ward - Councillors Scott Brown - 07791 870235 scott.brown@northnorthants.gov.uk
	Vicki Jessop -  vicki.jessop@northnorthants.gov.uk
	Ecton Village Hall Bookings: Helen Bond - 07753 868734 evhbookings@gmail.com
	EGOs Pat MacRae - 01604 402582
	Pre & Primary School Head: Kate Cleaver - 01604 409213
	Our community police officer for Ecton PCSO 7059 GARETH CROSS  Police Community Support Officer  Tel: 101 ext 343706 Mob: 07557 778049  Email: gareth.cross@northants.police.co.uk
	Website Editor Thomas Coulter-Brophy TCB@ectonvillage.co.uk
	Ecton Church Lottery
	1st Prize £50
	2nd Prize £25
	February 2026
	Carol & Robert East
	Philip Standing

	March 2026
	Gareth Daniel
	Judy Chapman



	ECTON VIEW News
	www.dolphin-outsourcing.co.uk

	Ecton Village Information
	Copy for the May 2026 magazine  to : ectonviewmagazine@outlook.com  or phone 07770 335107 By 22nd April 2026

	Ecton Services for April 2026
	Easter Sunday 5th April
	9.30am Holy Communion
	Ecton
	Tue 7th April
	Wed 8th April
	Sun 12th April
	9.30am Holy Communion
	Ecton
	Sun 19th April
	9.30am Holy Communion
	Ecton
	Sun 26th April
	11am Morning Prayer
	Ecton
	Please contact Charlotte Eley 01604 891109 if you need a lift to a service
	Next Songs of Praise
	Wednesday 8th April 2026
	Great Doddington Church Church Lane NN29 7TR
	Singing from 2pm         Refreshments at 3pm
	All Welcome



	Rector’s Letter April 2026
	Fat Pheasant
	Venison & Seasonal Game Supplies
	Premium wild game, locally sourced
	contact John:
	0789 11 95 137 john@fat-pheasant.co.uk


	The Badger class really enjoyed their OAA PE lesson, working in teams to look for the different parts of our map key around the playground and field. Mrs Shirley used cones as place markers for them to find!
	How strong is a piece of spaghetti? The Owls have explored how to make strong shapes, how to make weaker resources stronger and have designed their own towers out of spaghetti and marshmallows. The aim was to reach 1m - our closest was an impressive 78cm. So much resilience was shown in the lesson!
	Just a few of our WBD costumes!
	Well done to all our children that entered the World Book Day competition
	Power Data Technologies Tidy your workspace
	ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES
	Did you know??


	GARDENING MAINTENANCE
	ECTON
	SATURDAY April 11th 7pm


	BINGO
	AT ECTON VILLAGE HALL
	NIGHT
	£10 per person includes Pie, Mushy Peas  & 5 game cards.Extra cards available.
	PRIZES FOR A ROW & FULL HOUSE!



	Ecton Photography Exhibition 6 -7 June in the Church
	Our last photography exhibition in 2018 was a great success and we’d like to repeat it in June in conjunction with Inspire Photography Club.
	Inspire will be displaying their work and anyone who lives in Ecton is invited to submit photos that they are proud of. So dig out your best pics, get them printed and put them on a mount and show them off (overall size about 30 x 40 cm)
	If you would like to put photos in please let me know (nigelbond@talktalk.net). More details will follow in the next magazine and on Facebook.

	Plant Sale and Coffee Morning 2 May - 10am -12noon in the Church
	Come along and pick some plants, have a coffee and cake and try your luck on the raffle.
	Cakes, plants and raffle prizes welcome. Raffle prizes to 34 West Street, bring plants and cakes on the day to the church.

	Become a volunteer Puppy Raiser with Guide Dogs
	Are you a dog lover? Do you have the time to help raise a life-changing puppy? Would you like to make a difference to someone’s life? If you’ve answered yes to these questions, then this could be the perfect role for you!
	Puppy Raiser,
	Kelly, says -
	“It’s the most rewarding and fulfilling thing I have ever done. I have an enormous sense of worth and pride in my role. There are so many people willing to help. It’s a lovely community of Puppy Raisers who want all the dogs to succeed and are always happy to help.”
	As a Puppy Raiser, you’ll provide a 6-8 week-old puppy with the vital foundation for its future role as a guide dog. You’ll be looking after a puppy for 12-16 months and will guide him or her through training, socialisation, the introduction of new environments and experiences whilst providing a loving home. All food and vet costs are covered along with full training and support and we also have a boarding scheme for when you are away!
	There might be the odd chewed slipper here and there but nothing beats the rewarding feeling of loving and raising a puppy which will go on to make an enormous difference to someone living with sight loss.


	Ecton History Group
	Ecton - a Brief History

	Ecton Village Hall
	Main Hall Only
	Main Hall & Lounge
	Regular Village Hall Hirers

	Planned Village Hall Events for your diary
	Bingo Night Saturday 11th April  Table Top Sale Sunday 3rd May Wine Tasting Saturday 9th May BBQ Saturday 25th July Race Night Friday 11th September

	Local Birds Of Prey
	Community Page
	Barbara and Bob Lee, and their daughter Joanne, would like to thank everyone in the village for their kind words, cards and flowers.
	Julia passed away on Wednesday 18th March at 11.45pm, at Cynthia Spencer.
	Funeral details to follow, all are welcome because the support Julia has received over the years has been wonderful and truly appreciated.
	What does it mean to be a volunteer?
	A volunteer freely offers their time, effort, or skills to carry out a task or provide a service without receiving payment. Volunteers usually engage in activities that benefit a community, organisation, or cause. They do it because they want to help others, or because they have a personal interest.
	In Ecton we are very lucky to have a number of volunteers who are pleased to help with organising and running community events. Too many people to mention by name but here are some of the things they do. Manage the village hall and organise and run the village events held there. Volunteers run Ecton Brew and Ecton Golden Oldies and of course volunteers keep our lovely church alive. Kathy organises and runs the fundraising charity skittles matches in addition to organising most raffles held in the village.
	If you have some time on your hands or would like to get involved in the community we can always do with extra help whether on a regular basis or at one off events. If you want to get involved give Sally (07850416429), Claire (07962079564) or Ali (07834511572) a call.


	EASTER
	ECTON BREW
	+ CHILDRENS EASTER CRAFTS
	April Quiz questions !!!!
	What word begins and ends with the letter T and has T in it?
	What is the only word in the English Language to contain three consecutive different double letters? (non hyphenated)
	What word begins with the letter E, ends with the letter E and has one letter in it?
	Using only two letters complete this word—— ?L??V?L???
	Good Luck !!!!!  Answers will be in next month’s magazine.
	Answers to last month’s quiz are on page 23



	Each month we’ll be asking an Ecton resident for their  Desert Island Disc selection, April is Sally Jones
	What was the first record you bought?  I first bought Sha La La La Lee by the Small Faces in 1966 when I was  13. I remember going to the record shop and and listening to the record in a booth with head phones on.
	Is there a record or tune that reminds you of a particular time in your life?  I always wanted to go to the Glastonbury festival and was neither brave nor mad enough to go until 2008 when Colin and Margaret Tinston suggested we should go. I was 55 and had the best time. Leonard Cohen was closing the festival on Sunday night and I love his music, particularly Hallelujah. Unfortunately, Colin wanted to get home so we could not stay until the end. Margaret and I were so disappointed but luckily enough we then went to see him again the following week in Birmingham. What a great year!
	Favourite female singer and song?  This was the most difficult track to think about, I have chosen Tina Turner and Simply the Best. A male colleague dressed up and sang this at a staff party, it was hilarious and never to be forgotten.
	Favourite male singer and song?  Too many to mention but I love Paul Jones and his version of Water Melon Man written by Herbie Hancock.
	Favourite Band?  The Beatles but specifically Paul McCartney singing Blackbird; he wrote it as a message of hope to a black woman facing struggles in the US during the civil rights movement. I heard him singing this at the Royal Albert Hall, he was amazing.
	Most played Albums?  Bridge Over Troubled Waters – Simon and Garfunkel Fields of Gold: The Best of Sting 1984-1994 Brown Eyed Girl – Van Morrison Many more rock, pop, jazz and classical albums over the years
	Best Concert attended?  It has to be the Glastonbury festival, I have been twice. Everyone should go!
	If you could take one record to the Island, what would it be?  Gosh this is hard! The Beatles Abbey Road
	What book and luxury item would you take?  Everything I have chosen is about bite sized chunks of pleasure, I hate being bored! The 100 Best Poems of All Time The biggest ever puzzle book with pencil included.
	BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD
	Immerse Yourself
	Spring Flowers!
	Answers to last months Quiz questions.....
	General Information
	Ecton Odours!
	Escaped Livestock!
	visit https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
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	Flytipping
	Fix My Street
	HGVs
	Bin Collected from 6.30am
	April
	May
	June
	3rd
	Black
	1st
	Black
	5th
	Green
	10th
	Green
	8th
	Green
	12th
	Black
	17th
	Black
	15th
	Black
	19th
	Green
	24th
	Green
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	Green
	26th
	Black
	29th
	Black
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	Bus Timetable - M-F
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